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so years! 2SO issues! Andnow, dear fiends, it’s time 1o close the lid. Time to say adieu. 
Aurevoir. Auf Wiedersehen. Sayonara. Farewell. ..butnot The End. That which made this 
magazine what it is shall not die. It's essence — it's soul — is merely being transplanted 
into another body. As Dr. Niemann said in HOUSE OF FRANKENSTEIN: “I’m going to give 
that brain of yours a new home. ..in the pages of Freaky Monsters!” Well, he didn’t say it 
quite like that but you get the idea. Herein we present a few memories of what was, and 
a toast and cheer for what’s coming next! 
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6 FANG MAIL 

Readers' special die-liveries from the US Ghost Office! 

12 THE SHOCK OF THINGS THAT WERE!! 

Recollections of reviving the monster and its untimely dmise. 

28 GHOULS' GALLERY! 

These are a few of our favorite '‘things". 

30 THE PICTURE OF DORIAN KARLOFF! 

An exclusive inside look at the making of the forgotten 
Frankenstein painting first seen in FM #21! 

34 LIFE IS BUT A SCREAM! 

Excerpts from the 2000 beast selling book 

45 TALES OF HOFFMAN! 

Parting thoughts on a half-century of horror by Fang 
Ganger Eric Hoffman. 

46 RIP VAN FORRY 

Editor Ferry remembers FIA. (Warning: Not recommended 
for the reality challenged reader!) 

48 A SCREAM AT THE END OF THE WORLD! 

A special message to fans from the First lady of Fright/ines 


BC FRANKENSTEIN BONUS! 

Full color painting of Boris Karloff by Rolf Aimslrong 
done in 1925. 



VISIT THE mo GANG ON THE INTERNET AT 
www.freakymag.com or www.filmlanddassks.cDm 
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MYMOViEMONSIERS.COM 

THS IS A TES^ Ear ttw neid 30 seconds (Ms ad will be coiductinq a test of the United Monster Lovers 
Association Do not pai4c soeam or call 9ll In the event of an actual MONSTER EMERGENCY you are 
instructed by this ad to go immediately to MyMovieMonstets.com to get revived. THs is only a TEST 

MyMovielVlonsters.com 




MyMovieMonsters.com 


AD DISCUIHER: Be advised that we are i) no means trying lo practice any lorm of mind control or subliminal persuasion 
on the readers ol siiis ad. But. to feed the need lor some monster-related stuff, flee lo die nearest computer wiln internet 
access, gpe in HyHoneKonsters.com and BUI someihint Or, H buying stuff over the internet is loo terrifying, you can take 
a stab at gening a live person by calling us at 951-^0-7154 or by sbooiing an e-mail to our liend-ly customer support 
iwaDlmyniumrrTy@mymoviemonsiers.com. uime Hop buy. We're juil dying to have you as a cuilomei! 
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WANTED! MORE READERS LIKE 


roiSON TO POJSON FROM THE PUBLISHER 

had 2 successful runs spanning 50 years. A third Incamaticn is unlikely. But even 
if the title Is used In some future endeavor, for us and many longtime fans It would 
be “Famous Monsters of Filmland' in name only. 

I aiifireclale all the support and encouragement you fans and readers have 
given us. You’ve stuck with us through thick and thin and we've tried to provide 
you with the beast in classichorrorentertainment I most enjoy filling our pages with 
word play, monsters and rrirth and I'm looking forweird lo getting back to that 
wacky woiid without the baggage we've had lo carry for so long. 

It's taken longer than we anticipated for things to gel straightened out since our 
business concerning IlCelothe FMOFtrademarkwas concluded butat last we are 
^le lo release Hits final Issue and move on. Connie and I do not wish lo discuss 
certain things at this time. We will continue on with a new magazine series. We 
appreciate your support but ask our fans lo respect others and take the high road 
If you feel compelled to engage In Internet debates with those who are obsessed 
with denigrating us. Remember, engaging In a battle of inleleot with an unarmed 
opponent Is a futile exercise. Hale ultimately consummes Its host. 

In the pastyearsome notable events have occurred. Ackennan has gone to 
the happy haunting grounds. Some parties who had a hand in manipulating civil 
proceedings for Hneir own personal gain have been admonished and/or sanCr 
Honed. TbevalueofFMOFasaninvesImentcollecIlbleseemstonavedIminished 
as fandom appears pretty tired of the whole af^lr. While I'll always feel dismay 
that I got slaked by a system where justice sometimes bows lo the privileged, I 
harbor no animosity. I guess Its natural to expect Hiat when you're bleeding in 
the water sharks will descend upon you. Thus some things you'll read In this final 
issue and comments made about some of the people Involved are intended to 
darlly Incidents, not damn anyone. Even where Ackemtan Is concerned I can 
chastise him for his unwarranted attacks against me, but ulbmately I have only 
myself loUame. Isawthewamlngslgnsoftroublewilhhimeaitycnbutdismlssed 
themas manageaUe. For as much asl sometimes wanitotearthe bolts outof 
my neck In lament for his treatment ctf me, I still appreciate good times we had. I 
did beneftin vahed ways from our association, as did he. Ultimately things went 
astheyprobablyhadtogo. As MaleveaHneGypsysaid.'Tearsruntoa predestined 
end...' Becauseyou fans wereatfected by the conflict I feel anobligation to explain 
things you aren’t aware of and enlighten you about things you may not even want 
lo know. I don't expect anyone to ailer Hieir opinions based on my experiences. 
But at the same time you should knowenough to lemperblihd adulation. FJAwas 
not a deity. And I am not the Simon Legree some lowlifes have attempted to paint 
me as. So herein we close the lid, bow our heads and get ready to party anew! 

Being bns of classic monster movies puts us In a very exclusive dub. While 
rniany people have heard of the monsters, few really apprecaate them as anything 
more than commerdal comnvocA^lties. Once they were mainstream. Tcdaythey 
are 'old hat'. As a fan you have lo be a little bit nuts to love and bond with these 
characters. Asa publisher, I have to be just as nuts to devote the lime and energy 
ft takes lo cel^rate them right. Bui thank Hades, nutsofafeatherflocklogelherl 

So fret not, monster lover. We are the children of the undead! Those farmus 
monsters of filmland shall notdiel Again we will celebrate Iheeerle-sIslaMe frights 
of old In good cheer and good fear! 

We hope you'll stay and grow young with us. The Ghoulden age of horror lives 
and the beast truly Is yet to come In a FREAKY new 
Incarnation! 


^ Sinc-eerie-ly, 



EdiloVPublisher 



Frankie Mullins 


or 29 yearsi— Dr. Je^ < 
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ig new films coming out like Star Wars 
i articles about my favorite Outer Lim- 
monsters and the retelling of cbilling 

icula and my favorite, the Mummy! 
mehow the air smelled different back 
'ri. The biggest worry was hoping that 

tions might be playing something I had 
...... ••-nsters.bufr- 

I remember movies like THEM! and 
WHEN DINOSAURS RULED THEEARTH 
fitting the bill. I remember begging to stay 
up late to catch THIS laAND EARTH. It 
was a magical time, as potent and eu- 
phoric as any drink or drug in the world. My 
father bought n ' ‘ ’ 





Sri knows how 
ke to beafuent reader 



ful attorney with a beaubful 


Although a lot of factors made me who 
I am today, I dare not diminish the impor- 
tant role Famous Monsters played in open- 


lead toalove of reading. 
Interests. Lawyers read a lot. Ir 
like most of my day Is reading 


spotted a box of assorted magazines. After 
a minute of digging through the box I spot- 
ted them: "FAMOUS MONSTERS OF 
FILMLAND!" 


unlike the children following Refer Ran I 
the moonlit sky. Thank you Famous M 


ess, I grabbed 

stand how muoh they wanted for them. 
"Uhhh...ldon'f know...," he said, 'How about 
$2.00 each?’ I almost choked when I re- 
plied, "Sure." I pulled $10 out of my wallet 
' lid for them. The derK pul them In a 



dd growing up in Kenosha, 
• " • se and Chicago. I 

had the best of both TV wcrlds: I woJd stay u[ 
late ch Friday rights watihlng C ' ' 
movies host^ by Svengoolle 
Chicago and cn Saturday nights i u waicn a 
double feature of Creature Features on WON 
- ChiGago, and dfer that Nightmare Theater 
hosted by Dr. Cadaverino on WITl - lAlweu- 

lefsolcx^FamousManslers Eachmcnth 
I d tide my bike downicwn tocheckout the new 
Issue. When I got them home, Id treat them 
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FaTWERE 

from shock! films to sdilok films, cords to conventions, 
triumph to treachery, we look hock at where we come 
from and how we got here. 


retrospective by frank leigh & ray ferry 
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"shod" full of nuts 


By 1958 Amerieu was knee-deep in ihe process of rede- 
fining itself after a hard-fought Wwld War and did so under 
a cloud of apprehension cast by the omnipresent fear of 
nuclear devastation. Like the America of the Roaring 
Twenties did after World War 1, the America of the 1 950s 
cast off many of the shackles of tradition and coaservatism. 
It had faced the threat of destrucdon and now embraced a 
"enjoy life while you can" j^losophy. Tbe growing televi- 
sion indastry fed an insatiable appetite for entertainment and 
its invasive presence in homes gave it unprecedented influ- 
ence. It was against this backrlrop of a need fix' something 
new and the quest to explore and break the taboos of old that 


Columbia released the ''Shock!”packagetotelevision. Early 
on. psychologists and politicians warned of the debilitating 
effects that public airing of horror films would have upon 
society. Even when they were first teleased in theaters back 
in the 1920s and 30s, films like FRANKENSTEIN and 
DRACULA were panned as appealing mostly to decadence. 
But the stage was set. 

Drive-in theaters - which had become a retreat for 
teenage audiences — hud already adr^ted a new breed of 
horror/sci-fi entertainment intencW to thrill nuiviegoers by 
pushing theenvelope in depicting more graphically rendered 
violence, thus quenching the thirst for excitement. Yet 
although the Ghoulden age horror films were tame even by 
1950s standards, their airing on TV gave .some cause for 

Recognizing the potential backlash from advertiseoi against 
programming that might tarnish their images and damage 
sales appeal, local networks scheduled the "Shock!" films 
for late night airings and — in order to present the movies in 
a less offensive ‘1ongue-in-cheek" atmosphere — local 
affiliates di[^)ed into their staff work force and often drafted 
IS 
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lL990?*Tha?s*Gort^m*DAY^E^ARTH ■s"?iS5S,: 

in the bad^round. An interview with Robby didn't reaiiy 
fit as a feature part of our HOORAY FOR HORRORWOOD 
video, but RF was fond of Robby , Bill Malone was wDling 
to let us video tape and RF figured H he found Robhy 
fascinating, so would a score of other fans. Read all 
about it in “Life Is But A Scream!" 



one of their more daring employees to act as an on-streen 
host for shows often titled "Nightmare Theater", "Chiller 
Theater" ormost popularly, "Shock Theater". The ftsmula 
worked. Columbia had iUi succes.sful marketing package, the 
local afllliales had an inexpensive .sotate to fill late night 
airtime, and Mr. and Mrs. Suburbia hadanovel and titillating 
60 minutes of entertainment after the drudgery of the work 
week. Everyone was satisfied — except the one element of 
suburbia few had thought about. 

The members of Junior Suburbia (or Suburbanites-ln- 
Training) were not handicapped by having to thoughtfully 
discard values of the past, They had been bom into a society 
where a neworderwasalready in formation and they weren't 
about to be left out. Too young to sample the vices of 
adulthood and too young to frequent the theaters where 
sensational and exploitation films had become the new 
vi^e, they were quite equipped to slip past the bedroom 
door of sleeping parenLs and indulge themselves in the 
"forbidden" fanta.sy fare of the "Shock!” film shows and 
their strangely colinful character hosts. 


a new boom sweeps dean 




Ferry — assisled by longtime friend Gene Reynolds and 
sevenil others — took the lirsl faltering steps toward a full 
stale revival of Famous Monsters of Filmland. A chance 
meeting of Ackerman andFeny resulted in the production of 
two well-received video documentaries — HOORAY FOR 
HORRORWOODandAMAZlNGWORLDSOFSCIENCE 
ncnON AND FANTASY. Following the videos. Ferry 
produced several sets of Famous Monsters themed trading 
cards intended to provide fans with a colorful assortment of 
art and notations celebrating the glory days of the magazine, 
While the videos and card sets were not really profitable, the 
prospects looked hopeful so he continued. 

By the Fall of 1992. Ferry and Reynolds decided to goout 
on a limb and sponsor a world convention celebrating the 
35th Anniverscary of FMOF magazine. Once again a‘'new" 
issue of Famous Monsters of Filmland — the first in over a 
decade — was released and, like its 1958 counterpart, was 
ccxiceived to be a "one shot" — a single issue for distribution 
to convention goers. But as time went on Ferry began to 
realize that suppwl was strong enough to try a revival of 
regularpublication. In reliance upon Ackerman’senthusias- 
tic promises to give his full cooperation to a relaunch, Ferry 
and Reynolds relocatedtoCaliftOTiia and puteverything they 


basic hsthcts 

It was against thi s background in the Fall of 1990 that Ray 
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For ihe uvemge fan. ihe return of Famous; Monsters of 
Filmland was the reuniting with a favorite old fiend. A 
reunion with childhood. Ferry — asacharterrrremberoflhat 
club — aj^eciaied the whole experience from a novice 
point of view rather than as a diehard collect™- or historian. 
Ferry reworked Ihe magazine into alimemachineto share the 
Ghouldenage daisies with anew generation who were being 
weaned on graphic violence and all-loo-real imagery in 

the sane only diHerent 






short order. But he didn’t. 

Forry was reliving a decade earlier when he had resigned 
fromFMOF under Jim Warren thinking he should be getdng 
belter remuneration for his avsociation with the magazine 

of FMOF's first run). Because the magazine had folded oiie 
issue after he resigned in 1981, he was convinced the 
reincarnated FMOF would suffer the same fate. But Ferry 
had too much invested in the magazine by that lime and 
couldn’t just walk away. Despite Ferry's efforts and the 
effexts at arbilralion by several mutual friends, Forry would 
not relent. He had to prove that FMOF couldn't survive 
without him. Ferry hail to prove it could. Since Ray had 
actually been the functional editor of the previous 10 issues 
published, he went ahead with FMOF #21 1 as usual and — 
at Forty’s insistence when he quit — removed his name from 
the issue. 

Ironically, the only other changes Ferry made in 
Ackerman’s absence was to remove all of the colurrms and 
footnotes lauding Ackerman that had previously been incor- 
porated into Ihe issues. Sales climbed. As the magazine 
began to prosper Forry expressed his irritation that it was 
going on successfully without him in an almost daily stream 
of faxes sent to Ferry. Still, efforts to resolve the problems 
and hurt feelings and bring him back Ur FMOF continued but 
to no avail. As things developed Ihe longer he stayed away 
the less important having him back became. To eveiy one's 
amazement, the magazine not only survived without Forry, 


(razy, on I? 



once smitten... 


And so it haj^ned that, with Ihe convention over and 



Hollvwood to law suits. Then in January 1 997, with the aid 

of his longtime friend attorney JC Appelbaum, he fabricated 





flying by deceit of their pants 

A certain Hollywood hotshot with a passion for things 
monster approached Ackerman with a proposal to produce 
sei eral big projects such as a TV series, films and merchan- 
di.sing built around the FMOF name with the added incentive 
that Ackerman could be featured as "Dr.Acula". Ackerman 
was naturally delighted and a deal was drafted involving a 
majcxsludio. Ackermangavehis new associates his blessing 
to use Ihe trademark. (But it is believed that Ackerman was 
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hope is where the heart is 

ll wai in July 2001 when quile by chance Connie and Ray 
first met at a signing fOT UBAS at a Barnes & Noble 
Bookstore in Longbeach, California. They fell in love 
immediately and since that very first moment they have been 
inseparable. She was veiy intelligent and caring, acting as a 
calming agent making it possible for Ray to accept love and 
hope in place of despair and anger. Over time she al.so 
understood the frusu-ations of the fans who felt like the 
abandoned children of divorced parenLs and took it upon 
herself to comfort and reassure them. 

But equally important she had entertainment industry 
connections and, like Ray, was a fighter. She realieed that 
she knew several key players in Ray's drama and together 
they began to connect the dots. The picture that emerged 
made it painfully clear why all decisions related to Ray's 
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warranty" and it no longer had jurisdiclion over the matter. 
OjI of options, he sued Ray land Connie to boot) in another 
court in an effort to get dear title. 

Mr. Kim's intent was to clarify his ownership and rights. 
Ray and Connie's was to challenge the legitimacy of the sale 
by using the opportunity toonce again adttess the corruption 
that was at the heart of Ackerman's judgment and the 

At first the Judge on theca.se demonstrated a di.sposition 
to wanting to examine the evidence and allegations of 
corruption further. Things were going well until Ray and 
Connie filed a brief that named several high-rankingjudicial 
and governmental entities who were advised abwt the 
trustee's and Bruckey'sallegedshadyshenanigaas and failed 
to take action. They used two words to reference the federal 
law they thought pertinent to the schemes: RICO ACT. That 
must have hit a nerve somewhere because shortly after that 
filing the judge suddenly reversed his demeanor and issued 
an injunction against Ray and Cotmie worded in such a way 
as to essentially forbid them &om entering any more evi- 
dence of corruption into the record or even mentioning it in 
defense. More disturbing, the published ruling contained an 
admonidon ofRayandCc^ie for their audacity inquestion- 

But despite now having an edge the suit was Uiking a 
heavy financial toll on Mr. Kim and following the injunction 
ruling he called Connie and Ray to propose an amicable 



buiring embers 



Based on information that surfaced during the Kim case 
suspicions have been amused that Warren Publishing may 
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have beenforcedintoilsdeiTiise 28 years ago after Ackermiin 
quii [here by parties with eyes on its propeities and that those 
parties may have been connected to Ackerman, 

In addition Ackerman's name has been discovered as a 
defendant in a bllle-known, 20-year old suit by Marvel Enter- 
tainment against the publishers of "Monslerlartd" (another 
FJA-quit-after-a-few-issues-and-the-publisheis-were-sued- 
possibly-because-they-used-propeny-Ackerman-lold-them- 
he-coold-aothorize-but-misrepresented-lhc-tnjth situation). 

Most curious, however, is that very recendy discovered 
information identifies a connection among patties associated 
with Ackerman, the collapse ofWarren Publishing, the sudden 
last-minute liquidation of the mark, and — will wonders never 
cease? — Ferry's former lawyer! 

It is not yet known exactly what went on but as they say in 
Transylvania "SomerAin)’ s nitten in Hotrorwood!" 

While the tmslee in Ferry's case seems to enjoy insulation 
from liaKlity for suspected mishandling of Ferry's estate by 
virtue of his constituency, Ferry's former lawyer does not. 
So — I ike any gotxlhomjr movie — there'salamore skeletons 
hidden deep in the proverbial closet waiting to be discovered. 


ihoveamouth&imust saeoti! 



hasan interest in classic honor fandom will find it fascinating. 


old monsters never de 


Of the decade-long fight with his former associate. Ferry 



There are fans who question why the dispulescouliln'Ihave 
been. settled and all the litigation avoided. As happens in such 
things, once started other people get in volved and they have 
their own agendas. For example, both the bankruptcy tnislee 
andAckerraan’slawyervigoiouslytriedlo.stop Ferry's appeal 
from being heard. Appelbaum’st^tpositionwasundeistand- 
able since, if successful, Ackerman'sjudgment would disap- 
pear. But since the trustee's job was to ^Iminister Ferry's 
estate's assets to equitably repay cTeditors. if Ackerman's 
judgment was overturned on aj^al there was more than 
enough money in the estate to repay all remaining creditors in 
full without liquidating Ferry’shome or the trademark. So the 
trustee's active oppasition to the appeal being heard is evi- 
dence of a much bigger, hidden agenda. Further, the appeal 
was ultimately heard bi - • - 

left out all statutory in 

insuring a failed baseless pleading! 

Lito Ferry tried to end the bankruptcy by converting to a 
Chapter II atel pul forth a plan U) keep his business and pay 
Ackerman'sjudgmait. Flepn^xjsedpultingthepaslbehindthem 
andtoreunile — alaDeanMatlinandJetTy Lewis — inagalaSOlh 

convenlionlhatslartedilall. Ray psvpjs^ that he would wtrrfcftr 
6ee. that Rmy's people and tiK trustee oversee tie; event and all 
' ' It. 'niatway.regariDejisofRay'sl " ' 


lefighl would beover, and the fans would benefit. Ray 
thought Fbny seemed weay of all the legal wrangling and thrilled 
by the pn^iosal but curiously, both Appelbaum and tbe batik- 
niplcy trustee rejected the pn^xisa] llal out! fimy ig^jaremly 
failed to appreciate that while he was motivated by bolstering his 
'in pnifit. Ms. Af^lbaum 
so they weren't 


"1 spoke briefly with Forty and reintroduced Ray's lecon- 
ciUation proposal", she said. "1 remember be looked frail but 
he perked up and seemed relieved and even grateful at the 
chance to end the fight since things obviously hadn't gone the 
way he Ihouchl they would. But beforelcould make arrange- 
menlsforameeting,Ms,Appelbaumi ' ' 
thediscussionandftxbid any future CO 
Forry lost his home to bill 

sure without ever realising how he was being played by the 


lu(kofthe(taw 


When he revived FMOF Ferry united with Ackerman 
sitrrply because he was told repeatedly Ackerman was the 
force behind tbe original magazine. Back in 1992. over 
Ackerman's protests. Ferry tried to include Jim Warren in 
the revival but his overtures were rebuffed. For the longest 
lime Ferry thought that Warren was .simply loo amigani to be 
"pun" of something he once tan bulrecendy acquired informa- 



tion has L-iiused him to rethink that supposition. "Warren's 
allituJe lowani me may have stemmed from my association 
with Fbtry. It now looks like Forty may base cai^ Jim sane 
serious problems in the past and. if so. its understandable why 
he wouldhave viewed me as an enemy by prosy". Feriysaid 

"nie funny thing is that for all I did with Rirry. I feel a 
strongerkinsluploJim Warren. OvertheyearsI foundmyself 
facing the same problems, doing many of the same things and 
making the same decisions he made in trying to keep FMOT 
viable. lapfxeciateandLmderstandhiminawayldoubtanyane 
else coukl. I'se always regretted nut having b^n able to get to 
know him better." 

"I always hqied that .soneday I would have the opponunity 
to recreate for our fans what sve did at the 1993 FMOF 
ConvennonandenjoyoneliKlloa.siall together 'Raysaid. "But 
with our resourees diverted due to years of senseless libgatiun. 
classic honor fandom has been overrun by people who ate the 
antithesis of what good will tuid fiendsWp shot^ be. What 

greed superficiality and matuifaLlured conventions where 
fans go to gawk, hawk and squawk because that's all there is. 
Buy the new Blu-Ray of FRANKENSTEIN even if you 
already have the firstumpteenreleasesonDVDandVHS. Get 
that new action figure but be careful not to scratch the box. 
After all it's going to be a collectible! Get on the internet and 
express your hale fa so-and-so because — gee wiz — 
'anonymous-guy' said he's a bud person." 

"So even though circumstances prevented that dream of a 
Iasi galhering from coming uiie I'll carry r» and remain 
devoted to sharing the magic of the Ghoulden days of 
Homirwood with all the fans who hold ihose memories dear. 
1 guess I've been very fortunate that my relationship with our 
fans thniugh the magazine's pages has always remained very 
personal and sincere. I never cared to turn FMOF into some 
Ftxlune500companyOTlo"modemize"iL lenjoy celebrating 
the early days of film history and I'll continue lo do just that 
with a new series of magazines". 

"H!"— thesonof"theni.i" 

Not siirptrsrnglv, mythology andmisinformation will abound 
fa years to come' about FMOF. 

But nostalgic furulne.ss aside, that which made the properly 
kitow lo fans as "Famous Moasleni of Filrrrland" great hi not 
its name. InfacfFMOF'neverhaditsownanything. It didn't 
create the characters or the films it feataed^t simply ran 
articles about them. It didn'l manufacture the merehandise, 
masks a model kits fans drooled over in its mail order 
department — it simply sold ileras designed, created arrd manu- 
factured by a variety of other companies. And il wasn't a 
repository of film hisloy or even facts. (The first edita 
ties oied more space to celebrating himselflhan the magazine's 
subject matter and rarely wrole more than broad, sweeping 
persorraJ opinions about films a personalities he liked a 
disliked, fjuring its heyday in the 1960s many oulsiandmg 
direclors, actors and pnxlucers of the Horrorwood classics 
were still alive and well but few were ever featured in the 
magazine with current interviews. They were often only 
acknowledged with short obiluories.) 

But faeverylhingthalhas been said about IT, it'shightime 



So if you love (a hate) FMOF. what you love (a hate) is 
that which is Jim Warren and/a Ray Ferry. 


yes — go! yeutveUi 


Thai spirit will live on in the pages of "Freaky Monsters". 

‘Tve had occasion 10 flip through some ofthe current crop 
ofmonsler mags" still being published and all I can say is. 
it’s a sorry lot. My promise lo our fans is lhal we will not 
forsake them and leave them lo wallow through the debris 
lhal liners today 's classic horra field. Now, mae than ever, 
we re-dead-icate ourselves lo being the magazine monsters 
believe in!" Ferry says. 

To sonre collettors and those to whom Fairuius Monsters 
magazine is merely acommodily — a trinket lo b>e enshrined 
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“t’m all packed and I’m outta here. See you in FREAKY MONSTERS!” says IT! The Terror From Beyond Space. 


traded for gold — this issue marks a “cxrmplete run". But to 
the "children of the night" who cherish its existence, the 
world of classic monsters is a freaky and wondrous enigma 

Connie echoes those sentiments: 

"Our readers are freaky. Our moasters are freaky. Hie 
films they ai^arin are fr^y. Someofourmonsters — but 
not all — are "famous," But^ofthemare freaky in one way 
or another. So. what belter name for a magazine about the 
Ghoulden age of freaky monsters than FREAKY MON- 


STERS’r 

Return with us now to those chilling days of yesterfear. 
Join with the Fang Gang and revel in the mirth anil magic of 
a time when monsters, vampires and valkyries roamed the 
earth under cloak of darkness. Hie sun's gone down. Hie 
full muon is just breaking the horizon. Hie haunting strains 
of Hans Salter music play in the disuince. Hie candles are 
lit and the table is set. 

We'll be wailing — foryou! ^ 
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mystery portidt 



about the artist 


Rolf Anaslning was bom in Seallle, Washinglon in 1 899 
and grew up in ihe rugged Padfiu Noithwesl. He moved to 
Chicago in 1908 and laler enrolled allhe Ait Insiiiule, where 
he studied for Ihree years under ibe master drafLsman Jidin 
Vanderpoel.HethenwentontoNew York, where he became 
a student of Robert Henri. Athletic as well as ariisdc, 
Armstrong both boxed and sketched at the New York Ath- 
letic Club. 

After a trip in 19 19 to study art at the Academie Julian in 
Paris. Armsbtmg established a studio in Greenwich Village 
and started to paint Ziegfeld Follies girls. In 1 92 1 . he went to 
Minneapolis-St. Paul to study calendar production at Brown 
and Bigelow. A perfectionist all his life, Armstrong mastered 
the technical aspects of modem publishing because he 
wanted his work to have the same freshness and beaming 


I 







among ihe Holly wood jeliCL and regularly paled around wilh 
nolables such isJiiniiiy Cagney and Boris Karlorf. Although 
his mainstay was the ladies, in 1945 he persuaded Karloff lo 
pose for him on the set of BRE)E OF FRANKENSTEIN. 
The purpose of the painting is unknown since its style is more 
imprevsionislic for Armstrong who usually rendered lifelike 
portraits in pastels. Mostlikely the portrait was acommission 
or intended gill for the actw. 

Arrastrongmaintainedu''fantasymansion’‘onLittleNeck 
Bay in Bay.side, Long Island, complete wilh a lagoon and 
.sailboats for his friends toenjoy. He often painted his models 
outdoors in the glow of the selling sun. 

Arraslrong was inspired by the glitter of society and he 
appreciated beauty in people, cars, furniture, fabrics, and of 
course, in an. A collector of swords and antique lances, he 
built one of the greatest private collecdons of ancient weap- 
ons in America He died on I2nd February 1 960. on the island 
of Oahu in Hawaii, surrounded by his beloved blue ocean and 
tropical winds, jot 


LIFE IS BETA 



excerpts from the book that shook 
horror fandom to the bone! 







RF with Hollywood agent Fred Westbrook and radio host Shelley Herman. Ray was Shelley's guest for an hour.long 
chat about all things monster on KMPC Talk Radio in 1996. 


TV network. They used loninafiliD every day fora full weckl The 
ycaraActTTH VOYAGE, nrypamualookmcioaleoaldjivc-bto 
see THE INVISIBLE BOY. I remember thinking Hobby the Robot 
was at least as cool as the Cyclops, and I was getting deeper and 
deeper into my addiction for such fare. Another trip to the 
cinema in 1959 e.sposed me to THE MYSTERIANS, and 
after watching that fantastic giant Godzilla<likc robot 
wreak havoc in the Tokyo suburbs, there was no turning 
back for me 

A few years lalet, I was browsing a book rack al ihe old 
Bamberger's Departmenl Store in downtown Newark, New Jersey 
when 1 happened upon a copy ofR Js for Rocket by Ray Bradbury, 
Al the lime, 1 didn't associate Bradbury or Hanyhatisen wiihfA/, 
and I don't recall what prompted me to pick up Ihc book, bul I'm 
sure ihere was something aboai the covet art that caught my eye 
and some attraction to the large initial of my name. It was Glled 
with a number of short stories, which I liked because I preferred 
them to very long novels. But for reasons I can’t really define, the 
book absolutely fascinated me. It was the first time that vivid pic- 
lures formed in my mind as I read ihc words 'This guy Bradbury 
sure could write,' I thought, and his "Frost and Fire'* story became 
Ihc foundation for my firsi serious atiempt al writing a screenplay. 1 
even wentsofaras to Seoul locations. I wore that book oui reading 
and rereading it 

I grew up tn a small New Jciscy town called Belleville. 1 was 
an avid comic book reader, of Supcrwaji. Batman anti Ric hie Jiich 
predominanUy. (Why I bked Richie Rich I'll never understand, bul 
IdiiLl 1 was alwaysa loner, and ibccomics gave mea world I could 


call my own. The* wild eusiumes and adventures were much more 
intriguing to me than the "real" world and. as 1 presume is true of 
many ofyou. I coiiJdn'iundersiiind anybody's fascination with spons. 
My finher had a mudest classic book colicciion and I read much of 
The Rise and Pali of ihe Roman Empire. Dame s inferno (which I 
improved by coloring in the illusijations in my father '.s collector's 
edition with my Crayolasl. 1984, several of Shakespeare's com- 
edies and tragedies, portions of The Rise and Faii of the Third 
Reich, most of Andersen’s fairy tales, and much of ihc Encyciope- 
diet Britanniea all before 1 was 1 3 years old. 

I've always had a special fascination for hisioiy and loved old 
black-and-while movies, even though I was not much of a televi* 
sion addict, even in the late 50s. 1 preferred to satisfy my inquisitive 
mind in more consiruefiveways. 1 used to make pilgrimages on my 
bicycle to the town's Woolworlh five-and-dime store and buy the 
Aurora plastic model kits ofsoidjers, Indians, gladiators and such 
(ships, planes and cars had no fascination for me). When a model 
came out and I didn’t have the funds for it, I would look for an open 
box in the store and take the Instruction sheet, which 1 would use as 
a guide in an aiiempi lo create my ovvn illusiraiiuns of the model. 
On one occasion. I warned one of the kits of the then-new Mer- 
cury space capsule, but — since I couldn't alTord it — I used the 
instruction sheet lo recreate the model out of oak tag and glue in 
full-scale size. (To younger readera vvho might scoff at nineiy- 
niue cents being unaffordable, you need to appreciate that was a 
lot of money back then. I recall having to save for many months 
to obtain ihe SI.49 that was needed to send away for a sei of 
plastic toy Civil War soldiers advctliscd b the back of a Super- 
man comic book.) 
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warned Ray '-S life and blood and they made it apparent that 
nothing wojid have made them happier than to see him do 
himselfin. Bathe stood strongandudl that day as he walked 
away to rebuild his life as best he could. It wa.s then I 
realized that 1 loved him more than 1 realized was pos.sible. 
I knew that he was not the person 1 read about. I read the 
files and 1 knew that .something was terribly amiss with his 
court cases, but there was little or nothing he could do about 
it alone. I realized that I could help him. I was not about to 
let this man — this IntelligenL funny andquirky man — give 
up on his dreams or his life. Together we made the best of 
it and kept going. 

Because we fought buck we were chased and hounded by 
people who wanted to keep us quiet. We were forced to live 
in motel rooms, spend .some nights living in the car and yes, 
we were hungry and scared sometimes. But despite all the 
hardships we survived and we moved forward. When 
others would have surely given up and sank deep into 
depression, we kept going. 

all he can stdid 

After Ray decided he’d had enough of the trustee's 
corruption and decided to take back his life by putdngout 
FM #236, 1 became the public voice for FM. I set up my 
own business and began taking orders and look charge of 
customers while Ray spent his time researching and writ- 
ing legal briefs to fight his trustee by day and wridng new 
issues of the magazine by night. Anyone who thinks our 
life was a picnic has never been a victim of war; has never 
had to struggle against powerful forces determined to 
destroy your life. There were limes when 1 wanted to 
scream at some of the fans who would call or write 
damning Ray and later damning me over some issue they 
ordered and claimed they never got. especially when most 
times it turned out they'd either had a family member who 
picked their copy up or were just trying to get a freebie to 
sell on ebay. But I tried to remember that it's the situation 
that had themupset and frustrated. 1 realized that most of 
the fans of this genre are really nice people. They've been 
confused and polluted by a few genuinely vile "fans" on 
the internet who have made it their life's calling to try and 
destroy everything FM, and especially Ray. 

Famous Monsters is just the name of a magazine but to 
some folks out there, it's their childhood revisited and 
their childhood included Uncle Forry. He became a pan 
of their family, just like all of you have become a pan of 
ours. It was hard for them to accept that Uncle Forry and 


Rav Ferry couldn't be friends and make up. It's a shame 
that it wasn’t possible, but as I look back on my conver- 
sations with the attorneys and with Forry himself. I see 
that nothing could have changed the way things went. By 
the time Forry may have had a change of hean the people 
controlling him were going to continue to do anything, no 
matter how wrong, to gel what they were after. 

as the sun sets... 

So now that we are at the end of Famous Monsters of 
Filmland. I find myself actually feeling relieved. 1 
appreciate that some fans — those whose primary interest 
has been collecting — will desert the tomb and spend 
many nights to come huddled in dark dank dungeons 
flipping through shinny polybagged copies, fingers 
wrapped in smooth cotton gloves, wiping their .sweaty 
brows with a sleeve us they count and recount their 
treasure. Yes, I will miss even those fans . But 1 really 
can't say I will miss Famous Monsters of Filmland. It has 
bmughtfar more tears than it has happiness. It's just the 
name of a magazine and that name has become tainted and 
perhaps even cursed. 1 am weary of the coaslam baule to 
clear up misconceptions. I don't know how many times 
I have had to explain to someone that Forrest Ackerman 
never owned the magazine or the trademark. 1 gave up 
trying to rid the internet of all the lies spread about Forry 
and Ray. It's an impossible task. The ignorant truly shall 
inherit the earth. 

It's been my pleasure tube apart of the gang that has 
brought you FM. I've felt a kinship with many of you like 
no other I have fell in all my years of different Jobs and 
different professions. Most of you have been very kind 
and caring. But it's lime that Ray and I walkaway from 
ibis great burden and move on to things that are more 
enjoyable and more reflect our tastes and personalilies. 

1 will be at filmlandcla.ssics.yuku.com as always to 
bring you my commentary and noose andjusl to chat with 
you from time to lime. 1 hope that you all know Just how 
much I have always enjoyed our conversations and how 
much 1 look forward to the BEAST days ahead. 

This final issue of Famous Monsters is not the end for 
me or for Ray and it should not be the end for you. Freaky 
Monsters is a new beginning. A return to what classic 
monster fandom should be. free of the hate mongers and 
villainy of rebel rousers and Iroubletnakers. We’ve 
heard from a lot of farts who can't wail to celebrate. We 
hope you’ll be there with us. 
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GOING FAST! 
BETTER GRAB 
’EM WHILE 
THEY LAST! 




Don't chew your foot off, classic monster 
lover! Editor Ray Ferry and the Fang 
Gang continue to bring you the top terror 
treats from the Ghoulden age of Horror in 
a brand new magazine called FREAKY 
MONSTERS! Each issue is packed with 
fangtastic fotos, articles, reviews and 
monsterific fun! To get your copies be 
sure to visit 

www.freakymag.com 









